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ACTS AND LAWS, 
Made and paſſed by the General Court or 
Aſſembly of the State of Connecticut, 
holden at Hartford, (in ſaid State) on 
the ſecond Thurſday of May, Anno 
Domini 1785. 


_—_— 


An Ac veſting the United States in Congreſs aſſem- 
bled with Power to regulate the Commerce of the 
United States. | 


HEREAS the United States in Congreſs aſſembled, on the 30th Day of 

April 1784, recommended to the ſeveral States to velt Congreſs with 

triain Powers for the Purpoſe of enabling them to ſecure to the Citizens of 

ite United Sputes reciprocal Advantages in their Commerce with foreign Na- 
lms, and the ſame baving been duly conſidered and deliberated upon : 


E it enafted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives in General 
D Court aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That the United 
dates in Congreſs aſſembled, be, and hereby are veſted with full Powers 
ad Authority for the Term of Fifreen Years next enſuing, to prohibit 
uy Goods, Wares, or Merchandize, from being imported into, or ex- 
peed from this State in Veſſels belonging to, or navigated by the Sub- 
es of any foreign Power with whom the United States ſhall not have 
Ormed Treaties of Commerce, and to prohibit the Subjects of any fo- 
"gn State, Kingdoms, or Empire, unleſs authoriſed by Treaty, from 
"porting into this State any Goods, Wares, or Merchandize, which are 
doe the Produce or Manufacture of the Dominions of the Sovereign, 
doſe Subjects they are, and to take proper Meaſures for carrying the 
e into Effect. | 
ended That to all Acts of the United States in Congreſs aſſembled, 
\ Curſuance of the above Powers, the Aſſent of nine States ſhall be neceſ- 
J. Provided alſo, That this Act ſhall not take Effect until ten States in 
Ve ſhall have paſſed Acts veſting Congreſs with ſimilar Powers, 
that the Prohibitions that ſhall be made extend alike to all States, 
R r An 
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An Act for erecting and conſtituting a County. * 

en 

E it enafied by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives in General be | 

Court aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That the Towns of / 

Middletown, Haddam, Killingworth, Say-Brook, Eaſt-Haddam, and tille 

Chatham, be, and they are hereby conſtituted a diſtin County by the Qu: 

Time of hold Name of the County of Middleſex ; and there ſhall be held in ſaid Coun. fifty 

ing Courts in © a Superior Court, in Middletown, on the laſt Tueſday of July, and at We 

Middleſex Haddam on the laſt Tueſday of January, annually ; and a Court of Com. imp 

County. mon Pleas in Middletown on the ſecond Tueſday of December, and at We 

| Haddam on the fourth Tueſday of April, annually ; and all Suits com. grol 

menced, and depending in the Counties in Hartford and New-London, at 0 

between Parties in ſaid Towns, ſhall proceed to Judgment and Execu- ect 

tion as though this Act had not been made. o! 

Provided, That all the Courts in ſaid County ſhall be holden in Middle. exce 

Proviſo. town, until the Town of Haddam ſhall at their own Expence erect a Court. fifty 

- Houſe and Goal within ſaid Town, to the Satisfaction of the County by! 

Court in ſaid County. A 

Tim 

g Coll 

An Act in Addition to a Law entitled an Act for regu- > 

lating the Election of the Governor, Lieutenant- ¶ «nc 

Governor, Aſliſtants, &c. * 

E it enafted by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives in General cord 

Court aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, T hat in future the Stat 

eeting of the Freemen in the ſeveral Towns in the County of Middle- the | 

ſex, for the Purpoſes in ſaid Act mentioned, ſhall be on the firſt Monday A 

after the firſt Tueſday of April, and on the third Tueſday of September and 

annually, fron 

wiſe 

NEE mY A 

An A& for laying an Exciſe on ſundry Articles of Con- = 

ſumption within this State, wa 

thor 

HEREAS it is neceſſary in order to eſtabliſh Funds for the Payment i coun 

8 the Intereſt and to ſupport the Value and Credit of Public Securities, thil hin] 

Meaſures be adopted and purſued in Addition to the ordinary Mode of Tax qual 

tion within this State. cout 

E it enafted by the Governor, Council and Repreſentatives in Generd decu 

Court aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That there ſhall Virt 

; continue to be an Exciſe collected on Goods, Wares and Merchanditt, A 

Articles enu- ſold by Retail or conſumed in this State, as by Law heretofore granted, and 

merated with _. : : 8 Gallon to th 
their Rates, Viz. On every Gallon of foreign Wine, Nine-pence; on every vi" 

of foreign Brandy, Six-pence ; on every Gallon of foreign Geneva, Su A 

pence; on every Gallon of Weſt- India Rum, Six-pence; on every d e m 

lon of Ne- England or Country Rum, Four-pence ; on all other diſtilled = 

Spirits, Four-pence per Gallon; on all imported Malt Liquors, ** * 

pence per Gallon; on each Pound of imported Snuff, Six-pence : ® t 

each Pound of Bohea Tea, Four-pence ; on all other Kinds of India 1% a try 

One Shilling and Six-pence per Pound; on each Pound of Coffee, On * th 

Penny; on each Pound of imported Chocolate, Two-pence z on © * 

Pound of imported Loaf Sugar, Two-pence ; on each Pound of Brow vs 


Sugar, Half, penny; on every Buſhel of foreign Salt, Three-pences * 


on all other Goods, Wares and Merchandize, aa the Growth or — 
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{ture of this or the United States of America, two and a half 
Cent. on the Value thereof, in Lawful Money, at the Time the ſame ſhall 
be purchaſed by the Perſon or Perfons who ſhall retail the ſame. 
of And that all Sales made in this State of imported Wines or other diſ- 
nd tiled Spirits, by leſs Quantity than forty Gallons ; of Bohea Tea by leſs 
he Quantity than ſeventy-five Pounds; of other Teas by leſs Quantity than 
* fiiry Pounds; of Coffee by leſs Quantity than one hundred Pounds neat 
It Weight; of imported Chocolate by leſs Quantity than fifty Pounds; of 
m- imported Loaf Sugar by leſs Quantity than one hundred Pouads neat 
at Weight; of other imported Sugars by leſs Quantity than two hundred 
= groſs Weight; and of imported Salt by leſs Quantity than thirty Buſhels 
In, atone Time; and that all Sales of all other Kinds of Goods or Articles ſub- 
u- jected to an Exciſe by this Act as aforeſaid, made by any Quantity except 
to Retailers in this State duly licenced as is herein after provided, and 
le. except alſo Goods ſold to Inhabitants of Gther States to the Amount of 
mt fifty Pounds Lawful Money at one Time, ſhall be conũdered as ſelling 
uy by Retail within the Meaning of this Act to every Intent and Purpoſe. 
And the County Courts in each County ſhall appoint a Collector from 
Time to Time as Occaſion ſhall require, to collect laid Exciſe. And each 
" Collector ſo appointed ſhall be ſworn to a faithful Diſcharge of his Of. 
fice, and alſo become bound with one or more ſufficient Sureties, Free- 
* holders, and Inhabitants of this State, before ſuch County Court, or any 
t- one of the Judges thereof, in a Recognizance of two thouſand Pounds 
Lawful Money, to the Treaſurer of this State, conditioned that ſuch Col- 
lector ſhall well and faithtully execute and perform his ſaid Office ac- 
ral cording to Law, and make good all Damages that ſhall accrue to this 
the State by Means of his Failure therein, which Bond ſhall be entered on 
lle. the Records of ſuch County Court. 
Jay And ſuch Collector ſo appointed and qualified, ſhall have full Power 
ber and Authority to appoint one or more Deputy or Deputies, under him 
from Time to Time, as ſhall be needful. And ſuch Deputies ſhall like- 
wiſe be ſworn to a faithful Diſcharge of ſaid Office, 
"7 And each ſuch Collector is hereby authoriſed and directed either by him- 
elf or his Deputy, to demand, collect and receive all the Exciſe aforeſaid 
af within their reſpective Counties: and each ſuch Collector ſhall be ac- 
countable for the Doings of his Deputies in ſaid Office, and is hereby au- 
thorized and empowered to call his ſaid Deputies, or any of them to ac- 
count for all Monies or Securities by them ſo collected, when he ſhall 
think proper. And each Collector appointed by the County Court, and 
qualified as aforeſaid, ſhall render to the Treaſurer of this State a true Ac- 
eount of all his Doings in ſaid Office, and of all the Monies collected, and 
Xcurities received on the Articles aforeſaid by him and his Deputies, by 
Virtue of this A& once in ſix Months and oftener if required. 
And the Fee or Reward of ſuch ColleQor or his Deputy, ſhall be ſeven 


ted, and a half per Cent. on all Monies by him collected and paid, according 
llon to the Directions of this Act. 

Six- And it ſhall be the Duty of each ſuch Collector and Deputy- Collector 
Gal- e make diligent Enquiry after all Goods or Articles ſubje& to the Pay- 
led ment of Exciſe within their reſpective Counties, and to demand of every 


Retailer, Tavern-keeper, or other Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, by the 
fut Day of Oftober next, and as often as once in ſix Months afterwards, 
a true Manifeſt in Writing under Oath, containing an Invoice under his 


One their Hands of all Articles ſubje& to the Payment of Exciſe as afore- 
ach kid, which ſuch Perſon or Perſons ſhall have conſumed or ſold by Retail, 
ben directly or indirectly, ſubſequent to the firſt Day of January 1785, with 


11 Quantity and Quality expreſſed, and the Prices annexed, which they 
coſt 
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coſt ſuch Retailer or Conſumer, except of Goods and Articles which they 
purchaſed by Retail in this State, or on which he or they have before 
paid or ſecured to be paid the Exciſe aforeſaid, which Oath may be ad- 
miniſtered by ſuch Collector, his Depyty, or by any Aſſiſtant or Juſtice 
of the Peace as follows, viz. 

YOU ſwear by the Name of the ever living GOD, that the Manifeſt yu 
have now made contains a full and true Account of all Goods, Wares, and 
Merchandize, except tbe Growth and Manufacture of this State, or ſome of 
the United States of America, which, fince the firſ® Day of January 1783, 
bave been ſold or conſumed by or for you, or on your Account, direfily, or indi- 

Form of the 7*ly and of their Quantity and Quality, and the Prices they coſt you ; tx- 
Oath. cept Articles you purchaſed by Retail in this State, or on which you have le. 
fore paid or ſecured to be paid the Exciſe granted and laid ty this State; . 
cept alſo any of the following Articles fold by you to any Perſon or Trad:rs in 
* Company to the following Amount at one Time, viz. of imported Wine er diſ. 
tilled Spirits, forty Gallons or more; Bobea Tea, ſeventy-five Pounds or more; 
other Teas, fifty Pounds or more; Coffee, one hundred Pounds neat Weight er 
more; imported Chocolate, fifty Pounds or more; imported Loaf Sugar, on: 
hundred Pounds neat Weight or more; other imported Sugars, two bundred 
groſs Weight or more, or imported Salt, thirty Buſhels or mere; and except alla 
any other Articles you have ſeld either to Inhabitants of other States to the A- 
mount of fifty Pounds Lawful Money, in the whole at one Time, or of any Quan- 
tity to licenced Retailers in this State, who had and produced at the Time of ſuch 
Sales to them a written Licence to Retail; under the Hand of an Aſſiſtant ot 
Juſtice of the Peace-and then in Force, according to your beſt Knowledge and 
Belief. 2 So help you GOD. 

Retailerstoob- . And that ſuch Perſons as deſire to be Retailers of any or all of the Ar- 
tain licence. ticles ſubjected to the Payment of Exciſe by this Act, ſhall, before they 
or any of them Retail any of thoſe Articles obtain a Licence before ſome 
Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace in the ſame County; and ſhall become 
To give bond. bound before ſuch Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace with ſufficient Surety, 
in a Recognizance of two hundred Pounds Lawful Money, to the Trea- 
ſurer of this State, that ſuch Retailer ſhall duly obſerve and keep all the 
Laws of this State, that are or ſhall be made reſpecting the Exciſe on 
any Articles whatever, and ſhall render, whenever demanded, to ſuch Col. 
To render ac- lector or Deputy, a juſt and true Account and Manifeſt upon Oath, of 
count to the all the Articles which ſach Retailer ſhall then be holden for the Payment 
— of Exciſe upon, by Virtue of this Act, and pay the Exciſe thereon to ſuch 
3 Collector; which Licence ſhall continue in Force one Year and no 
continue one longer from the Date thereof; and ſuch Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peat 
year. ſhall tranſmit a Copy of ſuch Licence and Bond to the Collector vf-Ex- 
1 ciſe in the County: and his Fees for granting Licence and taking Bond 
ing Licence. As aforeſaid, ſhall be three Shillings Lawful Money, and for an atteſted 

Copy thereof, one Shilling and Six-pence, to be paid by ſuch Retailer. 
That no Retailer, licenced as aforeſaid, except licenced Tavern-Keep- 
Not to ſell leſs ers, ſhall directly or indirectly fell a leſs Quantity of the Liquors afor- 
- "ogg ſaid than one Quart, or ſuffer the ſame to be drank in his Houſe or Stote 
_— or their Appendages, under the ſame Penalties by Law provided again 
ſelling ſtrong Liquors without Licence. 


; | F 
Tankolders to That all Inpholders or Taverners, upon taking out Licence, ſhall # 


give bond. ive Bond accordingly to the Tenor of this Act before an Aſſiſtant & 
uſtice of the Peace, beſides the Bonds given at the County Court. 

And in Caſe any Retailer of any of the Articles aforeſaid ſubject to the 

Penalty for re- Payment of Exciſe, or any Innholder or other Perſon or Perſons ſha 


fuſing 2 give refuſe or neglect to give in an Account under Oath in Manner and Fern 
account. 


as the ſaid Collectors and their Deputies are herein before enjoined to d, 


; . 2 „ hal 
mand, in a reaſonable Time after Demand made as atorelaid, 0: hy 
| rende 
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render a falſe Account, ſuch Retailer, Innholder or other Perſon of Per- or rendering a 
fons ſhall forfeit and pay the Sum of one hundred Pounds Lawful Mo- falſe Account. 
ey, one Half to the Treafurer of this State, and the other Half to ſuch 
Collector or Deputy, or any other Perſon who ſhall proſecute the fame 
to effect in any Court proper to try the ſame, and ſhall be adjudged in- 
capable of holding or receiving any Licence to retail any Goods, Wares 
or Merchandize, ot to keep a Tavern or Houſe of Entertainment within 
this State. 
55 And when any Retailer of any of the Articles aforeſaid, or any Inn- 
i holder or other Perfon ſhall defire it, ſuch Collector or his De 4 may — 
* uke good Security for ſuch Exciſe, payable to the Treaſurer of this State for payment. 
6 in one Month, with Iatereſt till paid. And it ſhalt be the Duty of ſuch 
x- Collector to ſee that all ſuch Securities taken by him or his Deputy, be \ 
15 duly collected, and on failure thereof, to put the fame in Suit by Attach- 
„(et or otherwiſe, and purſue the ſame to final Judgment by himſelf or 
*; MW Attorney, and (hall be accountable for his Doings to this State. 
E That when a Collector of Exciſe or his Deputy ſhall ſuſpe& any Per- 
. (a hath purchaſed or otherwiſe procured in order to be uſed in his Fami- 2 may 
y or Buſineſs in this State, any of the Articles ſubjected by Law to the > acces 
% byment of Exciſe, except Articles purchaſed by Retail, it ſhall be the ; 
A- bar of ſuch Collector or Deputy to apply to ſuch Perſon for an Ac- 
. count under Oath of all ſuch Articles he hath fo ſupplied himſelf with 
or the Purpoſe aforeſaid, and to demand the Exciſe thereon, and upon 
„ fuſal to exhibit fuch Account on Oath, and pay the Excife, which Oath 
noed Collector or Deputy is hereby impowered to adminiſter, he ſhall 
ue out a Warrant from a Juſtice of the Peace to ſummon ſuch Perſon to To take out a 


Ar. pear before him, giving the uſual Notice as in other Caſes, and render Warrant, &c. 
ne ch Account on Oath and pay ſuch Duty accordingly ; and upon Refuſal 
mc — +> and give ſuch Account and pay the Exciſe, it ſhall be the Du- 
Me uch ſuſtice to give Judgment for any Sum that he ſhall think juſt 


Ind reaſonable, not exceeding the Sum of five Pounds and Coſt. 

And be it further _— the Authority aforeſaid, That it any Perſon | 
It Perſons whatſoever, ſhall ſell by Retail within this State, any of the Ar- — 2 
icles fubjected by this Act to the Payment of Excife without Licence as cut Picence. 
foreſaid firſt had and obtained, ſuch Perſon or Perſons ſhall forfeit dou- 
de the Value of the Articles ſold ; one Half to him that ſhall ſue for and 
raſecute the famne to Effect, and the other Half to the Treaſurer of this 


loci Bitte, and hall alſo pay a Fine of fifty Pounds for the Uſe of this State. 

| 0 Ard be it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, T hat the Collectors Collegors to 
eac tf Exciſe ſhall, upon. their rendering their Accounts to the Treaſurer take a Certifi- 
EI. eue State, agreeable to the Proviſion of this Act, take a Certificate cate from the 
* rom the Ticaturer of their having ſo done, and lodge the ſame with the Treaſarer. 

7 


rk of the County Court in the County to which they reſpectively be- 
dag, within one Month from the Time of taking the ſame, on Pain of 
metting the Penalty of their ſaid Bonds. And it ſhall be the Duty of 
e State's Attornies in their reſpective Counties to enquire after ſuch 


eNilcates, and to proſecute all delinquent Collectors for Breach of this 


jak I. And all Collectors and their Deputies appointed by Virtue ot this 
10 cb and all other informing Officers are hereby enjoined to inform 
K p unſt and due Preſentment make of all Breaches of the ſame. , 


And be it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That all Monies raif- Monies how 

' by Excife by Virtue of this Act, ſhall be, and the ſame are hereby of of 

"ped and ſecured in the firſt Inſtance for Payment of the annual Inter- 

n as have been or may be procuted on Loan by order 

| embly. 

ind beit further ena8ed by the Authority aforeſaid, That an Act hereto- 4g repealed, 
* Si 


fore 
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Proviſo. Deputies and all Licences granted under ſaid former Acts, ſhall remain 


An Act in further Addition to and Alteration of an At F. 
for levying and collecting a Duty on certain Arti- 


cles of Goods, Wares and Merchandize, imported 1. 
into this State by Land or Water. I I 


. Oa 
| E it enatled by the Governor, Ns Kepreſentatives in General the 
Court aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, J hat if any Goods, ers 

Goods in cer. Wares and Merchandize, on which by ſaid Act a Duty is payable, that An 
tain caſes ex. Are the Property of any Citizen or Citizens of this State ſolely, or of any WI Of 
empted from Citizen or Citizens of this State and of a Perſon or Perſons not Citizens eve 
Impoſt. of this State, jointly as Merchants in Company, and by ſuch Perſon or 
Perſons imported into any other of the United States from any foreign 

Port or Place, ſhall be imported from ſuch State into this State, ſuci 

Goods, Wares aud Merchandize, ſhall be exempted from the Payment of 

the Duty impoſed by ſaid Act. Provided any Owner of ſuch Goods ſhall 


Proviſo. declare upon Oath, and ſhew alſo by ſuch other ſatisfactory Evidence # 4 
the Nature of the Caſe will admit of, to the Naval-Officer or Collect: put 
of the County into which the ſame ſhall be imported, within forty-eight WW ed 

= Hours after being imported, that ſuch Goods, Wares and Merchandi, WW the 
are the Property of ſame Citizen or Citizens of this State ſolely, or te ther 
Property of ſome Citizen or Citizens of this State and ſome other Peta of 

or Perſons not Citizens of this State, jointly as Merchants in Company, | Fou 

and were by him or them bona fide imported from ſome foreign Port d Dex 

Place not within the United States of America, and that they were - | - 

ported from ſuch foreign Port or Place, with Intent and Deſign to be in. be 


ported into this State before offered or expoſed to Sale, and that the ſame Art 

have not directly or indirectly in Whole or in Part been paid for, or con. Dut 

tracted to be paid for, to or for the Uſe of any Perſon or Perſons belonging to v 

to, or reſiding in any other of the ſaid United States, and that no Du alre; 

hath been paid or ſecured to be paid thereon in any other of the ſaid State Yea 

which Declaration upon Oath ſhall be according to the Deponent's bel tain; 

Knowledge and Belief. And ſuch Naval-Officer or Collector is her eco 

impowered to adminiſter ſuch Oath accordingly. | <1 

And be it further enafted, That from and after the twentieth Day of Ju! Act 

| next, there ſhall be paid inſtead of a Duty of five per Cent. payable y me 
; 2 Cent. ſaid Act, a Duty of ſix per Cent. ad Valorem, at the Time and Places 
* Importation, any Thing in ſaid former Act to the contrary not withſtandit 
And te it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That in the Cour 

ties of Harttord, Windham, and Litchfield, there ſhall, after the ce 

County Caper tieth Day of July next, be appointed by the County Courts of ſaid e 
o appoint pective Counties, a Collector of Impoſt, who ſhall give Bond and“ 


Collectors. ſworn according to the Requirements of ſaid Act. And the Cob 
| = * en appoih 
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pointed ſhall have Power toappoiat a Deputy in any or each of the Towns 
1 his Diſcretion within the County for which he is appointed. And ſuch 
Deputy ſhall take the Oath by ſaid Act provided to be taken by Collect- 
ors, and ſhall have the ſame Powers and Authorities within the Town for 
which he is appointed, which Collectors appointed by ſaid Act are inveſt- 
ed with. And the Collectors of ſaid Counties of Hartford, Windham, 
and Litchfield, and the reſpectise Naval-Officers in this State ſhall once 
in ix Months account with the Treaſurer of this State according to the 
Proviſions of ſaid Act. And the Time limited in the Bonds given by 
ſuch Collectors for accounting, ſhall be once in {ix Months, any Thing 
in ſaid Act to the contrary notwithſtanding, | 
And be it further enacted by the Authority afor:ſaid, That the Naval- 
Officers within and for the Counties of New-Haven, New-London, 
Fairfield, and Middleſex, ſhall reſpectively have Power at their Diſcretion 
to appoint one Deputy in each of the Towns within their reſpeRive 
Counties. Provided nevertheleſs, That the Naval-Officer for the Port of 
Norwich ſhall not have Power to appoint a Deputy in any other Tows ſave 
Norwich and Preſton. And the Deputies ſo appointed ſhall take the 
Oath. which Collectors by faid Act are directed to take, and ſhall within 
the reſpective Towns for which they are appointed, have the ſame Po- 
ers and Authorities which by ſaid Act Collectors are ivveſted with. 
And the Collectors which by this AQ are to be appointed and the Naval- 
Officers ſhall be reſpectively accountable for their Deputies. And that 
every. Perſon importing any Articles by Land into any of the Towas in 
the Counties of Fairfield, New-Haven, New-London, and Middleſex, 
ſhall exhibit to the Naval-Officer ur his Deputy in ſuch County, the ori- 
ginal Invoice of ſuch Articles or Price at which he purchaſed them, and 
make Proof of the ſame as is provided in laid former Act in Caſes of 
Goods imported by Water. : 
And be it further enafied, That if any Naval-Officer, Collector, or De- 
puty ſhall receive any Manifeſt or Invoice, which by Law are to be prov- 
ed by Oath, without Oath made ſtrictly according to the Directions of 
the Law, ſuch Naval-Officer, Collector or Deputy, ſhall on Conviction 
thereof, forfeit and pay to the Treaſurer of the County, to and for the Uſe 
of the County where the Offence is committed, the Sum of Twenty 
Pounds for each Offence, and his Office as Naval Officer, Collector, or 
Deputy, ſhall from the Time of Conv iction be null and void. 
And be it further enafled, That if any Perſon ſhall directly import or 
be aiding and aſſiſting in importing into this State by Land or Water, any 
Article which by this Act or ſaid Act is made liable to the Payment of 
Duty, without paying or ſecuring to be paid according to Law the Duty 
to which ſuch Article is liable, ſuch Perſon ſhall (beſides the Penalties 
already by Law to be inflicted on ſuch Perſon) be for the Term ot ſeven 
Years next after ſuch Offeace, rendered incapable of having and main- 
taining any Action founded on Contract expreſſed or implied, and of ever 
recovering any Intereſt that may have accrued thereon during ſaid Term. 
And be it further enafled by the Autherity afereſaid, That in any ſuch 
Action already brought and commenced, or that may hereafter be com- 
menced, in which the Defendant ſhall plead in Bar of ſaid Action, that 
the Plaintiff after the twentieth Day of July 1785, did import or was aid- 
ing or aſſiſting in importing from any other State into this State, any Ar- 
ticle by ſaid Act or this Act liable to the Payment of a Duty, not having 
paid or ſecured to be paid ſuch Duty, and on ſuch Plea iſſue in Fact or in 
Law, ſhall on Trial be found in Favour of the Defendant, Judgment 
ſhall be rendered in Favour of the Defendant, and the Plaintiff ſhall ihere- 
by be barred of any Recovery for the ſame Matter, Caule, or Thing, — 
| the 
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the Term of ſeven Years then next following, and ſhall never regover 
any Intereſt thereon that may have accrued during that Term. 

And be it further enafied, That the third Paragraph of ſaid Act and this 
Part of the fourth Paragraph of ſaid Act, viz. © And twenty-five per 
« Cent. added to the Prices at which the Articles ſpecified in faid In. 
« voices are ſet, ſhall be deemed and taken to be the Value of ſuch Ar. 
« ticles at the Time and Place of Importation,” and that Part of aid 
Act directing Collectors to be appointed by the County Courts, be, and 
the ſame are hereby repealed. And the Collectors already appointed un- 
der and by Force of ſaid Act, ſhall hold and exerciſe the Powers and Au- 


thorities given to them by ſaid AR, until the twentieth Day of July next, 


Collectors 


fees. 


after which Time the Powers and Authorities of ſuch Collectors ſhall 
ceaſe, And ſaid Collectors ſhall thereupon forthwith account with the 
Treaſurer of this State according to the Directions of ſaid Act. 

And it is further enafied, That the Collectors who ſhall be appointed 
in Purſuance of this Act, in the Counties of Windham and Litchfield, 


hall be entitled to receive out of the Duties by them collected, ar the 


One eighth 
abated. 


Collectors 
may be com- 
mitted to 
Goal. 


Select- Men 


liable. 


Other Inha- 
bitants liable 


Rate of ſeven and a half per Cent. for their Labour, Trouble and Ex- 
pence, in and about the Execution of the Duties of their Office ; and 
likewiſe that the like Commiſſions be allowed on all Monies which ſhall 
be collected on Goods imported into this State by Land. 


An Act in Addition to an Act, entitled, An A& for 
collecting and paying Rates or Taxes. 


E it enadted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives in General 
Court aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That on all War- 
rants to be iſſued hereafter by the 1 reaſurer of this State for collecting of 
Taxes, there ſhall be allowed to the ſeveral Towns in this State, an A- 
batement of one eighth Part of the true Liſt of ſaid Towns reſpeCtively, 
which eighth Part the Civil Authority and Select-Men of the reſpective 
Towns are hereby impowered to apply for the Relief of the Indigent in the 
Abatement of their particular Rates, in Whole or in Part, in fuch Way 
and Manner as they ſhall judge moſt proper, juſt and reaſonable ; and 
that no other or further Abatement ſhall be allowed in Settlement of ſaid 
Taxes with the Treaſurer, to the reſpective Towns or Collectors; any 
Law, Uſage or Cuſtom to the contrary notwithſtanding, 

And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Treaſurer, 
in iſſuing his Diſtreſs on ſaid Taxes againſt the ſeveral Collectors, ſhall 
iſſue and dire& the ſame, for want of Goods and Chattles, againſt the 
Bodies of ſuch Collectors, who on Commitment ſhall be held in Goal 
until they ſhall reſpectively pay unto the Select. Men the Sums due on 
ſuch Tax, or be otherwiſe relzaſed by due Courſe of Law. 

And on a Return of a Non eft inventus of the Diſtreſs or Commitment 
thereon of any Collector of ſaid Taxes, the Treaſurer ſhall forthwith if 
ſue a Diſtreſs for ſuch Part of ſaid Taxes as may remain unpaid into the 
Treaſury, againſt the Goods and Chattels of the Select- Men of the Tow! 
to which ſuch negligent Collector belongs, in Manner as by ſaid Act s 
provided. 

And be it further enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That in Caſe of! 
Return of Non eſt inventus, in Whole or in Part of the Diſtreſs iſſued 2s 4 
foreſaid, againſt the Select. Men of any Town, it ſhall be the Duty of the 
Treaſurer forthwith to iſſue a Diſtreſs for ſuch Part of ſaid Taxes as ma 
remain unpaid, together with all Officers Fees and Charges before foci 
=_ ariſen, againſt the Goods or Chattels of the Inþabitants of — 
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And in order to complete the Collection of all Arrearages of Taxes due 
to the Treaſury, for which Warrants have heretofore been iſſued on the 


his Liſt for the Year 1781, or any Lift ſince made, Be it further enacted by to make a- 
per the Authority aforeſaid, That in all ſuch Caſes the Civil Authority and batements. 
In- Gle&t-Men in the reſpeRive Towns, be, and they are hereby authoriſed 
\r- to make an Abatement in Whole or in Part of the Taxes yet due from 
aid the Poor and — in ſuch Manner and Proportion as they ſhall judge 
nd moſt juſt and reafonable. 
an- Provided nevertheleſs, No Abatement ſhall be made to any Perſon, but proviſo. 
l- ſuch as the Authority and Select-Men ſhall judge unable to pay the ſame. 
Xt, And provided the whole Abatement made by Virtue of this Act, ſhall 
all got exceed the one twentieth Part of the Sum Total of ſuch Tax on which 
tne the Abatement is made, which Abatements ſo made, ſhall be allowed by 

the Treaſurer. | | 
ted And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That in all Caſes 
ld, where Warrants have heretofore been iſſued for collecting Taxes, if any Treaſurer to 
the Collector or Collectors ſhall not fully ſettle and pay the ſame to the iſſue warrants 
— Treaſurer on or before the firſt Day of December next, it ſhall be the 282i the 
a 


Duty of the Treaſurer, and he is hereby authoriſed and direted immedi- — 
ately thereafter to iſſue out a Warrant againſt the Body of any ſuch Col- je&ors after 
kfor ſo neglecting, for Want of Goods and Chattels, him to commit to the zftof Dec. 
Priſon in common Form, any Uſage or Cuſtom to the contrary notwith- 


ſt.nding. And in Caſe of Commitment of any Collector, or Return of 


for Non eſt inventus on ſuch Warrant, the Treaſurer ſhall thereafter proceed 

to iflue his Warrants againſt the Goods and Chattels of the Select-Men 

and Inhabitants of ſuch Town, as the Caſe may be, in the ſame Manner 
eral a3 is betore provided in this Act for collecting of Taxes for which War- 
Var. rants have not been already iſſued. ' 
of And be it further enacted by the Authority eforeſaid, That whenever the 8. leg. Men 
N Eſtate of Select - Men or of the Inhabitants of any Town in this State and other In- 
ely, hall be taken on Diſtreſs iſſued againſt the Select-Men or Inhabitants habitants re- 
tive of the Town, according to the Proviſions of this Act, the Owner vr Own- lieved. 
| the ers of ſuch Eſtate may apply to an Aſſiſtant or Juſtice of the Peace, not 
Nay inhabiting in ſuch Town, who is hereby impowered to appoint three ju- 
and dicious, indifferent Freeholders, who ſhall appraiſe the Eſtate ſo taken on + 
ſaid ſuch Diſtreſs at the juſt Value in Money, which on the Sale thereof ſhall 
any be paid by the Town from which ſuch Taxes are due, with ſuch further 

Damages as ſhall be found juſt and reaſonable, 
Irer, And be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That one fourth 
hall Part of the Taxes of three Pence on the Pound, granted in January 1782, | 
the and of one Shilling on the Pound granted in May 1782, may be paid to Certificates 
© the Collectors ot ſaid Taxes, and by them to the Treaſurer, in ſuch Cer- reccivable. 
e on ficates as may be iſſued from the Continental Loan- Office in this State, 

purſuant to the Reſolution of Congreſs of the 28th of April 1784, for In- 
nent tereſt due to the laſt Day of the Year 1782, on Loan - Office Certificates 
h if ilved from the Loan-Office aforeſaid, and on Certificates of other liqui- 


ted Debts of the United States, contracted ia this State. 


An Act in Addition to the Statute, entitled, An Act for 
of 1 collecting and paying Rates or Taxes. 
as 4 


f the RE it enacted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in Genera! Ton whoſe 


maf Ccurt aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That in any Town Lit excced 
— vere the Sum Total of their Liſt exceeds the Sum of thirty thouſand 30.0. may 
vc 


*vunds, tuch Towns ſhall have Liberty and Authority, if they judge it en, 
a Ty | expedient, 


ACTS AND LAWS. 


326 Rum. 


a6 
111 


2 7 expedient, to appoint two Collectors annually to collect the State Taxes, 
two Diſtricts. and divide ſuch Town into two Diſtricts for the Purpoſe of collecting the 
Town-Clerk Taxes, and aſſign to each Collector his Diſtrict to collect; and the Town. 
to return Clerk in ſuch Caſe ſhall annually ſend to the Treaſurer of the State the 
Comes of ge Names of both ſuch Collectors, deſcribing their reſpective Diſtricts as in 
bother Caſes is provided where but one Collector is appointed. And the 
Liſters of ſuch Town ſhall in the Sum Total of the Liſts, make a Divi. 
ſion thereof according to the Diſtricts made in ſuch Town, and the Trea- 
ſurer ſhall iſſue his Warrants to each of ſuch Collectors reſpectively. 

"OR And be it farther enafted, That whenever two Collectors are choſen in 
_— Manner aforeſaid, they ſhall be veſted with the ſame Powers and Autho. 
ono rities to collect the Rates on the Liſt in their reſpective Diſtricts, under 
the ſame Regulations, and be reſponſible in the ſame Manner «s other 
Collectors of State T axes, and ſuch Towns ſhall be reſponſible for the 

Towns made Taxes as in other Caſes where but one Collector is appointed, and may 
reſponſible. proceed in the ſame Manner againſt ſuch Collectors to ſecure the Tom th 
and collect the Taxes if need be, whenever ſuch Collector ſhall neglect u 1 
collect the ſame according to Law. | 
Aud be it further enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That any Tom — 

Towns may where the Sum Total of their Litt brings them within the Proviſion & 
take advan- this Act, may, if they ſhall judge it expedient, take the Benefit of this Ad A 


ry = ft 17 


3 the current Year, by dividing the Town into Diſtricts as aforeſaid, au 
rent Year. appointing Collectors and ſending their Names to the Treaſurer in due 
Seaſon, and before any future Warrants hall be iſſued by him. 
An Act in Addition to an AR, entitled, An Act for lay- 5 
ing and collecting Duties on the Importation d I. 
Rum, and in Addition to an Act for levying and cn 
collecting Duties on the Importation of certain Ar- fr 
, Se" * 
ticles and for appropriating the ſame. = 
No Duty to E it enafted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives in Genas — 
— paid on Court aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That no Duty ſhil "oy 
0.7 yo be payable by Force of ſaid Acts on Rum imported into this State thi "tk 


fold in this is not landed or ſold, or diſpoſed of in this State, provided the Owner d —* 

State, & ſuch Rum or ſome other Perſon in his Behalf, do at the Time of enter 
ſuch Rum at the proper Naval-Office, give Bond with good Securit! AR 

Togive Bond to the Naval-Officer to the Value of ſuch Rum, that the ſame {hal 

with ſecurity. not be landed, ſold or diſpoſed of in this State, until the Duties payabt — 
by ſaid Acts have been, according to Law, paid or ſecured to be paid; 


{ and that ſuch Rum ſhall, if not landed, fold or diſpoſed of as aforeſa% An 
q and the Duty paid or ſecured to be paid according to Law, be within 0 
Proviſo. Month thereafter exported out of the State. Provided nevertheleſs, I 

nothing in this Act ſhall be conſtrued to exempt Rum exported out of i 

State Northward by Way of Connecticut River, from the Pay mene d B 

Duties payable by ſaid Act; and in Caſe it ſhall not be made to ap Deb 

within two Months after the Date of ſuch Bond, to the Satisfaction of tl mall 

Naval- Officer of the Port from which it is exported, by a Certificate fro Tera 


the Naval. Officer of the Port to which it is imported, that ſuch Rum s ready 
duly and legally entered at his Office, and by the Oath of two credible Wit Origh 


neſſes, that the identical Rum ſpecified in ſuch Bond was bona fide ex ſtitur 
ed out of this State and not re- landed in this State, ſuch Bond ſhall beet Debt. 
abſolute, and the Penalty thereof be forfeited; and no leſs Proof 1 dot b 
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e ks in this A& ſpecified, ſhall be admiſſible by any Naval-Officer of 
he this State, nor ſhall ſuch Naval-Officer on any Pretence receive ſuch 
* Proof after the Expiration of ſaid two Months. 
the 3 = 

. — : | 
the An Act in Addition to an Act, entitled, An Act for 
ws, the Settlement of teſtate and inteſtate Eſtates, 

Z it enatted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General 4 
4 Court aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That when it ſhall Fier ant. 
| ro happen that the perſonal Eſtate of a deceaſed Inteſtate, leaving a Widow, ent to pay 
he is not ſufficient for the Payment of the Debts ot the ſaid Deceaſed, beſides Debts of De- 
1 ſuch Houſhold Goods, as are neceſſary for the Support of Life, and are ceaſed to be 
bk exempted from Execution by Law in ſuch Caſe, the Court of Probate — 
2 that grants Adminiſtration on the Eſtate of ſaid Deceaſed, ſhall order un- Widow living 
* to the Widow ſuch neceſſary Houſhold Goods, exempted from Execu- 

tion as aforeſaid, to be her own Property. 
own - — — — 
n of : =p : i 
An Act in Addition to, and Alteration of an AR, enti- 
2 tled, An Act for conſtituting and regulating Courts, 
and appointing the Times and Places for holding 
. the ſame. 
lay- E it enacted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in Genera! 
1 of Court aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That for the future ary 
re for holding the Court of Common Pleas within and for the in isch. 
an County of Windham, ſhall be the third Tueſday in Auguſt annually, in- . 
Ar- ſtead of the third Tueſday in June, as by Law heretofore provided. . . 5 
And all Actions commenced or that ſhall be commenced before the ge _—_ 
tenth Day of June next, returnable to the Court of Common Pleas in ſaid 1oth June. 
dl County on the third Tueſday of June next, and all Actions and Suits which 
* ſtard continued to that Time, and Appeals taken from Judgments ren- Actions now 
| th fred by ſingle Miniſters of Juſtice in ſaid County, ſhall and may be en- ntinued. 
* tered in ſaid Court, to be holden on the third Tueſday in Auguſt next, A 
rl and proceed to final Judgment and Execution in the ſame Manner as they ke ws 


might have been entered and proceeded with in ſaid June Court, if this 
At had not been made. | 


ayabl — 1 ” 8 2 . 
paid; : A | ; 

rela An Act in Addition to an Act, entitled, An Act con- 
in obe 7 

The cerning Book Debts. 

of 1 E it enacted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in General 
ene Court aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That all ſuch Book 
if hs Debts as are now outſtanding, or that ſhall hereafter be contracted, and that 


ſhall not wichin ſix Years after the contracting ſuch Debt, or within that 
Term of Time after the firſt Day of July 1785, where ſuch Debts are al- 
rady contracted, be either ſued for, balanced, or accounted for with the 


3. Kea Debtor, his Attorney, Agent, or other lawful Succeſſor or Sub- 
is 4 ite, and an Account or Balance thereof, witneſſed by ſubſcribing the 
165 btor or Accountant's Nanie to the Creditor's Book, ſuch Debt ſhall 


dot be recoverable in any Court in this State. 
Provided nevertheleſs, That the Time the Debtor ſhall be out of this 
N State 


Limitation of 
Book Debts 
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State or the Creditor ſhall be abſent from the United States, or legall 
incapable to ſue in his «wn Name, ſhall not be computed as a Part of 
the Time limited by this Act. 7 


An Act in Addition to an Act, entitled, An A& for 
directing Liſters in their Office and Duty. 


E it enafled by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives in Generdl 

Liflers to B Court aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That the Liſters of 

Fc [ the ſeveral Towns in this State, ſhall make Return of the Lifts of their 

Aﬀembly. reſpective Towns to the General Aſſembly at their Seſſions in Otober 

annually, on or before the ſecond Tueſday after the Meeting of ſaid Af. 

Penalty for ſembly, under the Penalty in ſaid Act annexcd to the Neglect of return. 
neglect. ing the Liſt. | 


" _— . w AMES ano. =D i r 


An Act in further Addition ta an Act, entitled, An 
Act for ſtating, limiting and naming the Counties 
Berlin to be E it enalted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in Genrdl 


in the County Court aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That the Town ck 
— Berlin be included in, and Part of the County of Hartford. 


* 1 1 Ray — r * a * a as ct. th. 2 . Mit. Mit. Mitt... to, —— 1 


An Act in Alteration of a Law of this State, entitled, 
An Act for laying a Tax on Shipping, for repairing 
the Light-Houſe near the Port of New-London, 


E it enafted by the Governor, Council, and Repreſentatives, in Genes 
Taxes to be Court Aſſembled, and by the Authority of the ſame, That the Taxes u 
aid by coaf- be paid by coaſting Veſſels in Purſuance of an Act, entitled, An Act it 
g Veſſels. laying a Tax on Shipping for repairing the Light.Houſe near the Port df 
New-London, ſhall be as follows after the tenth Day of July next, vn. 

for each and every coaſting Veſſel of the Burthen of twenty Tons 0r 

more, the Sum of Twelve Shillings, annually ; and if of leſs Burthen than 

twenty Tons, the Sum of Eight Shillings Lawful Money, annually ; which 

Naval Officer Sums fhall be paid the firſt Time ſuch Veſſel ſhall clear out at any Navi 
to give Cer- Office after ſaid tenth Day of July; and the Naval-Officer clearing ov 
tificate. ſuch Veſſel iball give a Certificate under his Hand and Seal of Office, & 
the Payment of the Fax impoſed by this Act, to the Maſter of ſuch coal 
Veſſels not to ing Veſſcl, and ſuch Veſſel ſhall not be liable from the Date of ſuch Cet 
— tificate to pay any further Tax for the Space of one Year, any I hing 
. og yo. ſaid Act notwithſtanding, 


for one Year. 


